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This paper is signed by James Robertson, John Sevier, and twenty-five others.
A more thoroughly independent, self-acting, and wrong-righting government was never formed. As regulators, this independent court regulated social and family matters, generally on motion. Here are some specimens :
"On motion that Josiah Baulding should be admitted to come in and remain henceforth peaceably in this county, on proviso, that he comply with the laws provided for persons, being inimical to the State, and have rendered service that will expiate any crime that he has been guilty of, inimical to this State or to the United States. The Court on considering the same grant the said leave."
This court also exercised jurisdiction in military matters. It made orders on motion. Here is a specimen: One George Lewis was tried, on motion, for treason in 1779, and here is the order:
"On hearing the facts and considering the testimony of the witnesses, it is the opinion of the Court that the defendants be sent to the district goal. It appearing to the Court that the said Lewis is a spie or an officer from Florida out of the English Army."
Again, State vs. Mose Craivford, for high treason:
"It is the opinion of the Court, that the defendant be imprisoned during the present war with Great Britain, and the sheriff take the whole of his property into custody, which must be valued by a jury at the next Court. And that one-half of the said estate be kept by the said sheriff for the use of the State, and the other remitted to the family of defendant."
The jurisdiction of the court in criminal matters is well exemplified in the following order: